
THE GALLERY 
EXHIBITION PROGRAMME 2020



Booking: linlithgowburghhalls.co.uk | 01506 282720 

Settlements | Alasdair Wallace
Friday 24 January to Sunday 17 May

Walled Cities 
by Alasdair Wallace
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Alasdair Wallace’s art is one of surrealism within the everyday.  Living and working in Glasgow, 

Wallace takes inspiration from the city’s rural and urban fringe. A recurring theme for the artist is 

the sense of this ‘edge land’ absurdly infringing on some evocation of an ideal landscape. Much of 

the recent work reveals an influence of the symbolic language present in neo-classical and romantic 

landscape painting tradition. 

The sense of allegory inherent in these Western landscape painting traditions is preserved but 

is mischievously confounded with ambiguous connections to contemporary life.  His invented 

landscapes are combined with oblique observations of real locations, to present a world that is at 

once recognisable as it is unsettling.  



Though the work often intrigues and baffles in equal measure, the openness of form and 

the accessibility of familiar motifs, invites audiences to engage with the work imaginatively 

and to decide the significances of their own.

His works are held in a number of collections including: Walter Scott Collection; Fleming-

Wyfold Art Foundation; Cromarty Arts Trust; The Royal Scottish Academy; North 

Lanarkshire Council, Grampian Hospitals Art Trust; and The City of Glasgow College.

Join Alasdair Wallace as he 

discusses his painting process, 

which he describes as intuitive with 

plenty of tangents and capricious 

forays along the way.  Yet 

somehow everything eventually 

feeds back into the body of work 

which Wallace regards as being 

one long, continuous and slow 

moving process. At any one time 

there are many pieces of work 

in progress in Wallace’s studio. 

Often they overlap, leapfrog 

and interweave with each other. 

Some paintings can be stalled, 

sometimes for years, until one day 

they ‘make sense’ again alongside 

newer work.

Exhibition Talk

Thursday 5 March, 6:30 - 7:30pm
Tickets: £5, light refreshments included.    
Booking essential, minimum number of participants required.

Booking: linlithgowburghhalls.co.uk | 01506 282720 

Settlements | Alasdair Wallace
Friday 24 January to Sunday 17 May

Arcadia by Alasdair Wallace



Booking: linlithgowburghhalls.co.uk | 01506 282720 

The Attraction of Opposites | Clare Andrews
Friday 22 May to Sunday 20 September

Dea Artio Series
Big Red Star Advances, Blue Dot Retreats
by Clare Andrews

This is an exhibition of oil paintings by Clare Andrews which includes recent works as well as 

some from the last few years.  Andrews almost always works on a series of paintings at the 

same time; employing a common theme, colours and visual elements which are resolved in 

ever differing ways until the pictorial possibilities of those images are exhausted.  A series 

can consist of anything from three to twenty three paintings combining her own intriguing 

and ambiguous imagery.

The painting method which Clare Andrews employs is completely traditional, oil paint 

on canvas, but she is primarily interested in contrasting and combining diverse visual 

languages.  In her work she utilises the figurative and the abstract: large areas and shapes 

of flat colour interacting with realistic figurative images and apparently unrelated subject 

matter in order to create her own visual world.



Each visual metaphor therefore has an equal weight of importance in the finished painting.  

The resulting pictures may have some sort of narrative but usually do not.  They are left 

open-ended for the viewer to complete.  

Clare Andrews was born in Aberdeen and studied at Gray’s School Of Art, Aberdeen, 

Hornsey College of Art, London and A Escola de Artes Visuais do Parque Laje, Rio de 

Janeiro.  She lived for 30 years in Brazil but now lives and works between her studios in 

Scotland and Brazil.

Join artist Clare Andrews for a discussion about painting and the use of diverse pictorial 

languages in the creation of her own visual landscape.  Looking at a selection of her work 

from the last few years she will explore the themes of society, feminism and the continuing 

relevance of the practice of painting today.  Andrews will also talk about how working in 

Brazil and Scotland may be reflected in her practice.

Exhibition Talk

Thursday 10 September, 6:30 - 7:30pm
Tickets: £5, light refreshments included.    
Booking essential, minimum number of participants required.

Booking: linlithgowburghhalls.co.uk | 01506 282720 

The Attraction of Opposites | Clare Andrews
Friday 22 May to Sunday 20 September

Living In The Abstract / Grey And Orange by Clare AndrewsExhibition Talk



Booking: linlithgowburghhalls.co.uk | 01506 282720 

Paths to Other Places - Drawing Parallels 
James Cosgrove
Friday 25 September 2020 to Sunday 24 January 2021

Dreams and Dodgems by James Cosgrove

Cosgrove is interested in the structure of a picture in terms of its visual dynamics. Everything is 

underpinned by the discipline of mark-making and its relationship to gestural painted form.  The 

work in this exhibition is predominately rooted in drawing, although more about the dynamics 

and psychology of visual form than capturing exact ‘likeness’.   Cosgrove often works from 

notebooks and imagination rather than led by representation.   Notebooks are used to summarise 

situations through drawing and cryptic observations in text. These form diaries of journeys - both 

real and imagined. Cosgrove uses them to redraw or reconstruct situations on board or canvas. 

Often trying to decode memories - reduce elements to basic constructions and rebuild without 

too much pre-planning.  The intention is not to present an acutely observed reality but to allow 

chance to suggest an evolving narrative direction.   Most of these invented images are drawn 

from many notebooks or recalled from memory.

However, the paintings and drawings Cosgrove makes seldom refer to specific locations or 

circumstances but result from grouping together seemingly disparate actions to create an un-

predetermined story line.



A bit like dream sequences, underlying themes in the organisation of a picture could be 

described as metaphor or narrative - and dichotomy. These imagined communities in 

fabricated landscapes, reference a ‘homeland’ - but from a distance, in time and space.

Join artist James ‘Jimmy’ Cosgrove in the 

gallery for a discussion about creating imagined 

landscapes and realities in art.  He will discuss 

why his autobiographical method becomes a 

means of exploring visual dynamics as well as 

universal themes such as what is a ‘Homeland’ and where can you really find one.  

Thursday 12 November, 6:30-7:30pm
Tickets: £5, light refreshments included.   
Booking essential, minimum number of participants required.

Booking: linlithgowburghhalls.co.uk | 01506 282720 

Life in the Abstract- Grey Orange by Alasdair WallaceExhibition Talk

Paths to Other Places - Drawing Parallels 
James Cosgrove
Friday 25 September 2020 to Sunday 24 January 2021

Art and Mindfulness 
An art gallery is a quiet space where people go, 
not only to enjoy imagery, but also to spend time 
considering new ideas and contemplating the 
abstract, emotional or historical contexts of the 
work on display.  Continuing this series from last 
year, we will be using the gallery to practice a 
range of relaxation-based activities.  Join us for 
short practices in contemplation using simple 
breathing techniques to focus the attention.  This 
is not a discussion group but is aimed at spending 
quiet time together as a group for the enjoyment 
of the surrounding artworks and the clarity that 
mindfulness can bring.

Session 1:  Thursday 12 March, 6pm - 6.45pm

Session 2: Thursday 9 July, 6pm - 6.45pm

Session 3:  Thursday 1 October, 6pm - 6.45pm

Tickets: £5, Spaces are limited to keep sessions to a 
small group size, booking essential.

Other events

After School Arts
Join our art club for young artists and develop your 
creative skills in this fun and practical class. Learn 
to paint, use mixed media and find inspiration from 
the changing exhibitions in the gallery.  Always lively, 
always fun.  All art materials provided, please wear 
clothing that you don’t mind getting paint on or bring 
your own apron advised.  Please book through the 
venue by calling 01506 282720

Thursdays  5.30pm - 7pm.  Age 7 - 12

Term 1:  23 January to 12 March 2020

Term 2:  23 April to 11 June 2020

Term 3:  20 August to 8 October 2020

Term 4:  29 October to 17 December 2020

Term 1:  21 January to 11 March 2021

Term tickets £45 or £42 concession (8 weeks)



The Gallery at Linlithgow Burgh Halls presents a changing programme 
of high quality solo shows, touring exhibitions and contemporary 
work.  The Gallery aims to exhibit significant work by national and 
international artists that resonates with the uniqueness of the building.  

Dating back to 1670, Linlithgow Burgh Halls is a unique landmark 
building at the heart of the historic town.  Celebrating the rich 
heritage of Linlithgow and the surrounding area, today it is a modern 
multifunctional venue, visitor attraction, art gallery, space for hire, café 
and much more.

Café  
The cafe is open seven days a week offering 
teas, coffees, soft drinks, cakes and freshly 
prepared snack and lunches.  In fair weather, 
enjoy the outdoor terrace and beautiful Rose 
Garden. 

Booking 
Tickets can be purchased by calling  
01506 282720 

Keep up to date 
Sign-up to our e-newsletter online and receive 
regular news directly to your inbox.

Visit 
Linlithgow Burgh Halls, The Cross, Linlithgow, 
EH49 7AH  
E: burgh.halls@westlothian.gov.uk 
W: www.linlithgowburghhalls.co.uk

Travel 
Linlithgow is located just off the M9 motorway, 
21 miles west of Edinburgh and 34 miles east 
of Glasgow.  
By train from: Edinburgh Waverley - journey 
time 23 mins.  Glasgow Queen Street- journey 
time 29 mins.
Gallery Events
Each exhibition is accompanied by a gallery 
tour. For further information on events and to 
find out what’s currently on, please visit our 
website. www.linlithgowburghhalls.co.uk
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Opening times: 
 Monday to Saturday 

9am - 5pm 
 Sunday 11am - 5pm

Building hours correct at 
time of printing and are 
subject to change.   
For more up to date 
information please telephone 
or check our website.


